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nished with cannon from the Company's ordnance.
Some was delivered to them; but the Office of Ord-
nance (so heavily expensive to the Company) was
not sufficient to spare a few iron guns for a mer-
chant ship. Orders were given to cast a few cannon,
and an application made to Madras, at a thousand
miles' distance, for the rest. Madras answers, that
they cannot exactly comply with the requisition;
but still the board at Bengal hopes bettor things
from them than they promise, and flatter themselves
that with their assistance they shall properly arm
a ship of thirty-two guns.

Whilst these dispositions were making, the first
proposer, perceiving advantages from the circuitous
voyage of the second which had escaped his obser-
vation, to make amends for his first omission, im-
proved both on his own proposal and on that of the
person who had improved on him. He therefore ap-
plied for leave to take two hundred and fifty chests
on his own account, which he said could " be readily
disposed of at the several places where it was neces-
sary for the ship to touch for wood and water, or in-
telligence, during her intended voyage through the
Eastern Islands" As a corrective to this extraordi-
nary request, he assured the board, that, if he should
meet with any unexpected delay at these markets, he
would send their cargo to its destination, having se-
cured a swift-sailing sloop for the protection of his
ship j and this sloop he proposed, in such a case, to
leave behind. Such an extraordinary eagerness to
deal in opium lets in another view of the merits of
the alleged dulness of the market, on which this
trade was undertaken for the Company's account.

The Council, who had with great condescension